In these times of increased emphasis on tuberculosis in the curriculum of schools of nursing, both students and instructors welcome the publication of a good text on the subject. This book was first published in 1941, was revised in 1945 and again in 1950. The latest information regarding such medical topics as antibiotics and the controversial subjects such as BCG are therefore included.
A survey of the table of contents reveals the extent of the material covered, from an introductory consideration of pulmonary tuberculosis itself-its epidemiology, etiology, pathology, symptomatology, diagnosis and treatment-to the public health aspects of tuberculosis, specifically, prevention, case-finding, a consideration of the chest clinic and the family service, ending with family case studies and a short chapter on rehabilitation. Between these two broad sections are included chapters on nursing responsibilities in patient management, tuberculosis and pregnancy, tuberculosis in infants and children, and the prevention of tuberculosis among nurses.
As may be seen from this brief survey of contents, the scope of the book is wide. Its emphasis is two-fold. It seeks to give the nurse an understanding of the clinical and therapeutic aspects of the disease through such meticulously written chapters as that on diagnosis with its detailed explanation of examination, x-ray, and laboratory studies. Having achieved this, it considers the wide implication of tuberculosis prevention and control, and the nurse's role in such a program.
Considering this book as a text in the hands of students and instructors, the following assets are noted: distinct topical headings, an excellent selection of up-to-date references at the end of each chapter, and an appendix of guide outlines for the presentation of family history, medical findings, and patient history at clinical or ward conferences.
It is only in the general organization of its material that one might take objection to this text. It is not presented in the most logical sequence and is therefore not clear in outline. By the same token, certain topics are subject to repetition; as for example, the regimen of the tuberculosis patient, which is treated at length both in Chapter III and Chapter X; whereas other topics, such as extrapulmonary tuberculosis, the surgical treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis and its surgical nursing care, are rather too sketchily treated. This reservation notwithstanding, Nursing in Prevention and Control of Tuberculosis, is highly recommended to the attention of all those interested in this field. It fills a very serious need in a clinical area which has as yet produced few textbooks. This revision of Surgical Nursing clearly shows the changing trend in thought in the presentation and teaching of this subject. The emphasis is on the patient and how he, as an individual, may be helped best before, during, and after surgery so that he can resume his normal activities after discharge from the hospital.
